University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

9-22-1992

Venezuela: Update On Recent Events, Political
Crisis
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Venezuela: Update On Recent Events, Political Crisis." (1992). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur/10245

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 059460
ISSN: 1060-4189

Venezuela: Update On Recent Events, Political Crisis
by Erika Harding
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Published: Tuesday, September 22, 1992
Aug. 31: Opposition political leaders criticized the decision by a military court to prohibit the TV
broadcast of an interview with the leader of the failed Feb. 4 coup attempt, Lt. Col. Hugo Chavez.
The interview was scheduled for presentation on Aug. 30, but was canceled by the court on grounds
that active-duty military are constitutionally prohibited from making public statements regarding
military or political affairs. Text of the interview was published in various national newspapers.
Sept. 1: Leaders of the ruling Democratic Action (Accion Democratica, AD) party publicly rebuffed
President Carlos Andres Perez for suggesting foreign oil companies should be allowed to participate
in the state-run petroleum industry. AD president Humberto Celli said the AD would expel Perez
from the party if he attempted to follow through on the suggestion. Perez led nationalization of
the petroleum industry during his first presidential term, signing the 1975 law that reserves for the
state all exploitation of the country's oil resources. However, during a recent speech, Perez called
nationalization "outmoded" and said joint ventures between the state and foreign oil companies
should be allowed. "And who knows if tomorrow we'll have to go even further, and change the
[1975 law] and allow companies to have a majority share in the production of some kinds of oil. We
could get to that point," he said. [One of the issues raised by the rebel army troops who participated
in the Feb. 4 coup attempt was dissatisfaction with Perez's economic policies and concerns over
privatization of strategic national industries, including oil.] Sept. 3: Defense Minister Gen. Ivan
Jimenez defended the decision to prohibit broadcast of the interview with Hugo Chavez. "If Lt.
Col. Chavez wants to make statements, let him resign [from the military.]" Sept. 4: The Senate
voted 24-22 to reject a constitutional reform proposal to move the date of presidential elections
ahead by one year, which would have shortened Perez's five-year term in office. The Chamber of
Deputies rejected a similar proposal in a 105-94 vote five weeks previous. Both chambers of congress
have rejected proposals to create a "recall" referendum in which citizens would vote on whether
or not to remove Perez from office. Sept. 9: Owners of newspapers, radio stations and TV stations
announced they would join forces to promote a "No" vote on the referendum for the constitutional
reform package assembled by congress. Media spokespersons have expressed opposition to the
reforms, which include new protection of privacy rights, reprint and reproduction restrictions
and stronger measures against monopolies or concentration of ownership of the media. Marietta
Hernandez, president of the Radio Broadcasting Chamber, said "the political class wants to get
back at the media for having denounced the large number of corruption cases among the ranks of
politicians." Sept. 10: In statements made on a video distributed among the media, Lt. Col. Francisco
Arias one of the leaders of the coup attempt said congress had closed off the last peaceful means
for resolving the Venezuelan political crisis by rejecting a reduction of Perez's term in office. Sept.
11: At the Caracas municipal building, a demonstration involving hundreds of people protesting
the seizure of projection equipment and a videotaped interview with Chavez ended peacefully after
police returned the items and allowed the video to be shown. The controversial video, banned from
presentation on national TV, had been shown in a Caracas theater a few days previous. Sept. 12:
AD leader Humberto Celli issued a strong criticism of the economic adjustment policies applied
by President Perez. Celli said the policies have led to increased poverty and a reduced standard of
living for the middle class. Sept. 14: In comments to reporters, Foreign Minister Fernando Ochoa
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Antich said the country's political crisis continues unresolved. Ochoa Antich, who served as Defense
Minister at the time of the February coup attempt, has warned both before and after his move to
the Foreign Ministry that "profound changes" are necessary in the government's structure and
policies in order to avoid eruption of "massive violence." Sept. 15: Supreme Electoral Council (CSE)
president Isidro Morales Paul told reporters congress plans to finish drafting the constitutional
reform package by the end of October. He added that the public referendum on the reforms would
likely be held during the first few months of 1993. In Valencia, approximately 50 university students
demonstrated near the university campus to protest a visit by President Perez. Small protests were
also reported in the cities of El Tocuyo and Valera, which were also on Perez's tour route. Sept. 16:
Defense Ministry spokespersons denied reports that a military court building in Maracay, 70 km.
west of Caracas, was attacked with gunfire the previous night. According to a Caracas newspaper,
the building was attacked by 12 uniformed men armed with high-calibre weapons. The report said
the attackers were repelled and that a large number of soldiers and police had been mobilized to
locate the rebels. Army commander Gen. Pedro Rangel reported that two army colonels, Mario
Guanare and Jose Aello Medina, were forced into early retirement due to their support of rebel
leader Lt. Col Hugo Chavez and his Bolivarian Revolutionary Movement (Movimiento Bolivariano
Revolucionario, MBR). To date, only officers equal to or below the rank of Chavez had been linked
with the February coup attempt and the MBR. Guanare, who directed the Yare prison where Chavez
and other rebels had been held, was accused of producing and distributing autographed photos of
Chavez. He was also accused of allowing reporters and other prohibited visitors access to the rebel
leader. Aello Medina was accused of gathering signatures on petitions supporting Chavez's release.
A group of about 50 retired military officers, including 26 with the rank of general or admiral, signed
a letter addressed to members of congress. The letter warned of "persistent ungovernability" of
the country and requested the legislators reduce Perez's term in office as a means of bringing
the political crisis to an end. The retired officers indicated that the Bandera Roja (Red Flag) rebel
organization is coordinating armed urban groups with the aim of fomenting a popular uprising
like that of February 1989, known as the Caracazo. Sept. 17: Perez warned against the potential for
"vandalism" in protests planned by the Popular Coordinator (Coordinadora Popular), an opposition
umbrella organization of political, social and student groups. Perez criticized those who "live within
a democracy but yet fight against it, without realizing the damage [they do] to their people." In
Maracay, a university student was shot to death by a National Guard soldier as he and a dozen other
students walked through the streets calling on residents to join a Sept. 18 protest against the Perez
government and the increasing cost of living. In Caracas, about 200 students clashed with police
near the entrance to the Central University of Venezuela (UCV). Enrique Ochoa Antich, Movement
toward Socialism (Movimiento al Socialismo, MAS) director for human rights, formally requested
that the Attorney General's office initiate trial proceedings against Perez on the following charges:
participation in the systematic violation of human rights during the February 1989 uprising; illicit
enrichment; influence trafficking; propagating impunity for members of the military involved in
criminal activity; injuries and offenses directed at the military institution following the February
coup attempt; and unconstitutional censuring of freedom of expression after the failed coup attempt.
Sept. 18: Although few middle- and upper-class Caracas residents participated in the protests called
by the Popular Coordinator, the working-class neighborhoods in western Caracas were the site
of pot-banging street demonstrations involving thousands of anti-government protesters. Police
arrested 14 persons on charges of disturbing the peace. (Sources: Notimex, 08/31/92, 09/16/92;
Spanish news service EFE, 09/12/92, 09/13/92, 09/16/92, 09/17/92; Agence France- Presse, 09/01/92,
09/03/92, 09/04/92, 09/09-11/92, 09/14- 18/92)
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